
                                                                                   
 

 
IELTS Pretesting  - Understanding your scores: 
 
Please find attached the Reading and Listening scores for your AC & GT candidates who recently 
took part in pretesting for the IELTS test at your centre. We hope your candidates found the test 
practice useful.  
  
Interpreting Listening and Reading Pretest Scores 
Centres have frequently asked why candidates who take Listening and Reading pretests are 
given a raw score rather than a band score. This is because the exact number of raw marks 
required to secure a particular band score varies from test to test (to allow for small variations in 
item difficulties). Therefore, an individual band score conversion table would have to be produced 
for each pretest version, and this would entail unacceptable delays in issuing results to 
candidates.  

However, it is possible to report the typical scores of candidates at various bands on the live 
Listening and Reading tests in percentage terms. These may then be used to interpret Listening 
and Reading pretest raw scores as band scores. The percentages scored at particular bands in 
live tests are as follows:  

Listening  
Band 5 candidates score approximately 40% in the live test  
Band 6 candidates score approximately 57.5% in the live test  
Band 7 candidates score approximately 75% in the live test  
Band 8 candidates score approximately 87.5% in the live test  
 
Academic Reading  
Band 5 candidates score approximately 37.5% in the live test  
Band 6 candidates score approximately 57.5% in the live test  
Band 7 candidates score approximately 75% in the live test  
Band 8 candidates score approximately 87.5% in the live test  
 
General Training Reading  
Band 4 candidates score approximately 37.5% in the live test  
Band 5 candidates score approximately 57.5% in the live test  
Band 6 candidates score approximately 75% in the live test  
Band 7 candidates score approximately 85% in the live test  

 
Please use the above information to convert raw scores to approximate band scores for students 
who express an interest in having a band score for their Reading and/or Listening pretest.  

However, in using the above information, it is essential to bear in mind the following:  

 Pretests are not the same as live tests. Pretesting involves trying out new test material. 
Some pretest items may not perform to the usual IELTS standards and this may affect 
candidate results. 

 Pretesting gives a very approximate indicator of candidate ability: the fact that a 
candidate achieves a particular result at pretesting in no way guarantees that the 
candidate will achieve the same result in the live test.  

 This information sheet is strictly confidential and is for the use of the pretesting 
administrator and/or class teacher only. It should not be made directly available to 
students.  

For further information on IELTS band scores and other aspects of the IELTS question paper 
production process, including pretesting, please refer to the IELTS website www.ielts.org. 
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